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-~ ¢lal channels and dealing|choice plums and positxons of
‘directly and privately ‘with|great Importance. :
Vietnamese officlals, - ‘ For reasons of his own hc
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Ecnacd | G, Lanscale,  thg The Vietnamese refer “to| tumed down the Jb. 7t W9
Saous eounierlnsurgency cxd Lansdale. as~ “Mister Go- said t md e e to \Sliomn;::gg
vovL whose siar has waxed and Between.” - |as an agviser a

While the Vietnamese offi- would be vitiated if he had to
cials iﬁié’nt not feel at easc work closely with a.Vietnamese

_ with thelr American opposite| COTPS commander who did not
_numbers, they feel comfortable have the respect of the people,

oing to Lansdgle with their Whatever the case, once
. ixeo.cms and gr?evances " |Lansdale declined the offer of

" Xowever, this role of Lans- an operative assignment, his|
dale's did mot sit pax-ticulm'\y. influence  within  the US.
_well with those U.S. officials|Mission scemed to evaporate.
Who Insisted that business-witn| _ Whether he will stay on tq
i’ the Vietnamese be conducted play an-cffective hehmd-sceneﬁ
according to the book. role remains to be seen. -

waned in Gouth Viet Nam
w,ovears ooese days to be U
m“.psc. . .

Some rouorts say the 89
year-o0l¢ solaier-diniomat wil
seave Vier Nam oaround May i
OLady reporss say he will sial
O, DCTION g eflectively be
fund e seones.

Characteristically, .
samsel! somaintaining
creet slience.

Lansdal
8 dis

U

] But over

One of toe most Interestin
“w es on vhie Viet Nam scend,
sansdale served as the modd)
o0 0w LA neroe of William
Lederer and Eugene Burdick!
novel, “The Ugly Amerlcan,
. the vilain of Graha,

o

ane's  book, “The Qui
Araerican.”
LansGaic nas always bee

regarded with estecm by
Vietnamese whom he advise
43¢ months, he h
seemed oat-of-phase with songg
o! the wop members of Y4
Urited States embassy.
JThe 1all, acay-haired genen
with the brush mustache ‘canlq
wack to Viet Nam in Septen]
wer, 1965, along with the newly
cassigned Ambassador Hen
Cabot Iodge.
YAGUE TITLL

He was given ing unusup
and rather vague title
“semlor lialson officer™ in Tbl
U.S. embassy here.

The title carried with [
ministerial rank in the prot
col structure, and as sudy
Lansdale was a member of 1l
10-man “mission council,” ti
top U.S. government team.

Previously, Lansdale g
served as & special envoy
Tresident Dwight D. Eise
aower 0 President Ngo Diy
Iviem during the crucial 195

L

GEN. EDWARD LANSDALE

peﬂod that led to hls heing
Giametrically depicted in the
two best-selling novels of
Americans in Southcast Asia.

In effcct, “The Ugly Amert-
can” praised his abilities to get
along with the Vietnamese and
understand their problems in
their own terms, while “The
Quiet American” damned him
for meddling in Vlet,namese
political affairs.
WARN D DITM

Lansdale latcr soured ‘on
Diem end warned’ the aubo-
cratic president that he must
inaugurate social rcforms in
the countryside or face an up-
surge of Communist activity.

Lansdale's fears came g
pass. o

As a young Air Force colonel,
whose assignments took him in
and out- of the intelligence
branch of the service, Lansdale
was a close adviser to Ramon
Magsaysay, the president of the
Philippines who defeated the
Communist Huk uprising in
Luzon, ’

38 peod when -Diom, agal
wong odds, won out over t
woarring secis who challeng
his resi “n.

It was Lansdale’s advice
Dlem during this controversi

0

Botween tours m Viet Nam,
TLiansdale served as a counter=
insurgency adviser to Defense,
Sceretary Robert 8. N cNamam,

In Viet Nam, Lansdale bes

INFLUENCE REDUCED

But as the size of the Amer-
ican mission
became nmore conventionalized
~Lansdale’s influence - secmed

expanded—and -

to be correspondingly reduced., - '

The

broad program of

pacification was placed under. . * -

the over-all responsibility of.:
Deputy Ambassador William J.,
Portexr, who has acquitted him-.

self well and won the loyalty
and respect of ’ohose whao, woxk
for him.

Little. was hem‘d about Lans-
dale,

His last public effort was 1n’
persuading Premier Nguyen:
Cao Ky to include ‘a broad pro-

gram of social reforms in his

presentation to dhe Honoluld
conference in February 1966,
Bub friends say he played an
cffective role in organizing and!
advising on the national elce~
tlons for the constituent
assembly in September 1966. -
A few months agd, -when
‘American field operatioris weve .

reorganized within the U8/ _'

mission, Lansdale was: -offered-
command of one of:the four

regions-—which werevconsddered
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